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Non-Final Rejection 
Response to Amendment 

1 . It is hereby acknowledged that the following papers have been received and 
placed on record in the file; Amendment as received on 3-14-2007. 

2. Claims 1-38 have been examined. 
Status of Claims: 

3. Claims 1, 4-10, 13, 16-22, and 31-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Scherr et al. Pub. No.: US 2004/0010513 A1, hereinafter 
Scherr and Barnett et al., Pub. No.: US 2002/0154178, hereinafter Barnett. 

4. Claims 2, 3, 1 1. 12, 14, 15, and 23-30 have been cancelled by the Applicant. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<iH in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 4-10, 13, 16-22, and 31-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Scherr et al. Pub. No.: US 2004/0010513 Al , hereinafter 
Scherr and Barnett et al.. Pub. No.: US 2002/0154178, hereinafter Barnett. 

3. With regard to claim 1 , which teaches a method for enabling a user to organize a 
project, comprising the steps of: displaying an integral user environment to a user to 
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enable access of information pertinent to the project from within the integral user 
environment; receiving a list of to do items that are displayed within the integral user 
environment, wherein the to do items are reminders created by the user to take certain 
actions, Scherr teaches, in paragraphs 22-25 and in figure 1, a system for allowing a 
user to organize a project into a concern cascade, the cascade having a plurality of 
levels of concerns ranging from primary Areas of Concern (AoC) to sub-Areas of 
Concern displayed to the user, in order to show a user what still needs to be done (to- 
do) (see paragraph 19). With regard to claim 1 , further teaching enabling the user to 
associate an entity with a single to do Item selected from the jist of to do Items; and 
enabling a user to access said entity that is thus associated with the selected to do item, 
from within the integral user environment, Scherr further teaches, in paragraphs 35 and 
42, allowing a user to associate documents (messages, word processing documents, 
spreadsheets, web pages, data bases, presentations, and the like), with select AoC, 
sub-AoC, concem, outcome, commitment and/or occasion, and further enabling a user 
to link to associated documents from within the concern cascade. With regard to claim 
1 , which further teaches wherein enabling the user to associate the entity comprises: 
displaying a plurality of categories of entities from which the user can select, within the 
integral user environment, wherein the plurality of categories of entities includes at least 
one member of a group comprising a Web link, a tasks, a template, and a document; in 
response to the user selecting one of the categories, displaying alternative choices of 
entities from which the user can select for association with the single to-do item 
selected from the list; and in response to one of the plurality of alternative choices being 
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selected, providing an indication tliat said one of the plurality of alternative choices is 
associated with the single to do. item selected from the list, Scherr teaches associating 
elements from varying categories (messages, word processing documents, 
spreadsheets, web pages, etc.) with specific concerns in a list of concerns, and 
providing a visual links to the documents via the Ul (see paragraphs 35 and 42), but 
doesn't specifically teach displaying a plurality of categories of entities for association 
with items in the list. 

Barnett a system for associating entities (e.g. web content) with a users 
calendar/to-do list (see paragraphs 6, 20, and 92), similar to that of Scherr, but further 
teaches displaying a plurality of categories available for user selection (see paragraph 
96), where upon user selection the user is provided with a list of entities specific to the 
selected category (see paragraph 97), that are available for user selection to be 
associated (added to) the to-do list / calendar (see paragraph 98). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Scherr and Barnett 
before him at the time the invention was made to modify to-do list of Scherr to include 
the incorporation of items in the to-do list by categorically assigned items, as did 
Barnett. One would have been motivated to make such a combination because Scherr 
describes varying categories of linked documents, where an interface to link by type 
would be desirable, furthermore this would provide a more organized saving of 
documents to associated concerns (see Scherr paragraph 42). 

4. With regard to claims 4 and 32, which teach the step of automatically executing a 
search for relevant alternative choices of entities to display to the user, as a function of 
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the to do item in the list that is currently selected, Scherr teaches, in paragraphs 36 and 
42, a search being done to associate entities (messages, web pages, etc.) with 
concerns (automatically upon receipt). 

5. With regard to claims 5 and 33, which teach further comprising the step of 
providing alternative choices derived from other programs that are accessible to the 
user, Scherr teaches, in paragraph 42, the user being able to link any document by 
saving it to a corresponding concern. 

6. With regard to claims 6 and 34, which teach further comprising the step of 
including a blank entity among the plurality of choices that are displayed the user, 
Scherr teaches, in paragraphs 35 and 42, allowing a user to associate documents, 
where it would be obvious to link to blank entities. On would be motivated to do so 
because a blank document is just an empty document (empty word processing 
document). 

7. With regard to claims 7, 19, and 35, which teach further comprising the step of 
enabling the user to enter a note in association with a currently selected to do item in 
the list, so that the note is displayed within the integral user environment which the user 
subsequently again selects said to do items in the list with which the note is associated, 
Scherr teaches, in paragraphs 17, and 23-25 and in figure 1, associating a note with an 
Area of Concern, where the notes are displayed simultaneously with the Area of 
Concern. 

8. With regard to claims 8, 20, and 36, which teach further comprising the step of 
enabling the user to indicate a date for association with a currently selected to do item 
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in the list, Scherr teaches, in paragraphs 25, 31, and 45, along with figure 6, associating 
a date with and Area of Concern. 

9. With regard to claims 9, 21 , and 37, which teach further comprising the step of 
automatically scheduling the date indicated by the user within a calendar program so 
that a user is subsequently provided a reminder by the calendar program in regard to 
the date thus indicated, Scherr teaches, in paragraphs 25 and 45, and in figures 1 and 
6, a calendar program that provides the user with reminders of events. 

10. With regard to claims 10, 22, and 38, which teach further comprising the step of 
providing a plurality of defined projects, each defined project including a plurality of 
proposed to do items that are likely relevant to a subject matter of the defined project, 
Scherr teaches, in paragraphs 22-25 and in figure 1 , the concern cascade having a 
plurality of levels of concerns ranging from primary Areas of Concern (different projects) 
and sub-Areas of Concern displayed to the user. 

1 1 . With regard to claim 13, which teaches a system for enabling organizing a 
project, comprising: a memory in which a plurality of machine instructions are stored 
(see paragraph 6); a display on which text and graphics are displayed (see paragraph 
10 and figures 1 and 5); a user input device that enables input and selection of choices 
provided on the display (see paragraph 42, claim 1, and figure 5); and a processor 
coupled to the memory, user input device, and the display (see paragraph 40), said 
processor executing the plurality of -machine instruction to carry out a plurality of 
functions, including: displaying an integral user environment to a user to enable access 
of information pertinent to the project from within the integral user environment; 
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receiving a list of to do items that are displayed within the integral user environment on 

the display, wherein the to do items are reminders created by the user to take certain 

actions, Scherr teaches, in paragraphs 22-25 and in figure 1, a system for allowing a 

user to organize a project into a concern cascade, the cascade having a plurality of 

levels of concerns ranging from primary Areas of Concern (AoC) to sub-Areas of 

Concern displayed to the user, in order to show a user what still needs to be done (see 

paragraph 19). With regard to claim 13, further teaching enabling the user to associate 

an entity with a single to do item selected from the list of to do items; and enabling a 

user to access said entity that is thus associated with the selected items, from within the 

integral user environment, Scherr further teaches, in paragraphs 35 and 42, allowing a 

user to associate documents (messages, word processing documents, spreadsheets, 

web pages, data bases, presentations, and the like), with select AoC, and further 

enabling a user to link to associated documents from within the concern cascade. With 

« 

regard to claim 13, which further teaches wherein enabling the user to associate the 
entity comprises: presenting a plurality of categories of entities from which the user can 
select, within the integral user environment; wherein the plurality of categories of entities 
includes at least one member of a group comprising a Web link, a task, a template, and 
a document, in response to the user selecting one of the categories, displaying 
alternative choices of entities from which the user can select for association with the 
single to do item selected from the list; and in response to one of the plurality of 
alternative choices being selected, providing an indication that said one of the plurality 
of alternative choices is associated with the single to do item selected from the list, 
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Scherr teaches associating elements from varying categories (messages, word 
processing documents, spreadsheets, web pages, etc.) with concerns in a list of 
concerns, and providing a visual links to the documents via the Ul (see paragraphs 35 
and 42), but doesn't specifically teach displaying a plurality of categories of entities for 
association with items in the list. 

Barnett teaches a storage medium storing instructions (see paragraphs 66 and 
67) for Implementing a system for associating entities (e.g. web content) with a users 
calendar/to-do list (see paragraphs 6, 20, and 92), similar to that of Scherr, but further 
teaches displaying a plurality of categories available for user selection (see paragraph 
96), where upon user selection the user is provided with a list of entities specific to the 
selected category (see paragraph 97), that are available for user selection to be 
associated (added to) the to-do list / calendar (see paragraph 98). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Scherr and Barnett 
before him at the time the invention was made to modify to-do list of Scherr to include 
the incorporation of Items In the to-do list by categorically assigned items, as did 
Barnett. One would have been motivated to make such a combination because Scherr 
describes varying categories of linked documents, where an interface to link by type 
would be desirable, furthermore this would provide a more organized saving of 
documents to associated concerns (see Scherr paragraph 42). 
12. With regard to claim 16, which teaches the step of automatically executing a 
search for relevant alternative choices of entities to display to the user, as a function of 
the to do item in the list that is currently selected, Scherr teaches, in paragraphs 36 and 
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42, a search being done to associate entities (messages, web pages, etc.) with 
concerns (automatically upon receipt). 

13. With regard to claim 17, which teaches further comprising the step of providing 
alternative choices derived from other programs that are accessible to the user, Scherr 
teaches, in paragraph 42, the user being able to link any document by saving it to a 
corresponding concern. 

14. With regard to claim 18, which teaches further comprising the step of including a 
blank entity among the plurality of choices that are displayed the user, Scherr teaches, 
in paragraphs 35 and 42, allowing a user to associate documents, where it would be 
obvious to link to blank entities. On would be motivated to do so because a blank 
document is just an empty document (empty word processing document), that would 
provide a user with a starting point for a document. 

15. With regard to claim 31 , which teaches a memory medium on which are stored 
machine instructions (see paragraph 6) for carrying out a method for enabling a user to 
organize a project, comprising the steps of: displaying an integral user environment to a 
user to enable access of information pertinent to the project from within the integral user 
environment; receiving a list of to do items that are displayed within the integral user 
environment, wherein the to do items are reminders created by the user to take certain 
actions, Scherr teaches, in paragraphs 22-25 and in figure 1, a system for allowing a 
user to organize a project into a concern cascade, the cascade having a plurality of 
levels of concerns ranging from primary Areas of Concern (AoC) to sub-Areas of 
Concern displayed to the user, in order to show a user what still needs to be done (to- 



Application/Control Number: 10/607,707 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2173 

do) (see paragraph 19). With regard to claim 1, further teaching enabling the user to 
associate an entity with a single to do item selected from the list of to do items; and 
enabling a user to access said entity that is thus associated with the selected to do item, 
from within the integral user environment, Scherr further teaches, in paragraphs 35 and 
42, allowing a user to associate documents (messages, word processing documents, 
spreadsheets, web pages, data bases, presentations, and the like), with select AoC, 
sub-AoC, concern, outcome, commitment and/or occasion, and further enabling a user 
to link to associated documents from within the concern cascade. With regard to claim 
31 , which further teaches wherein enabling the user to associate the entity comprises: 
displaying a plurality of categories of entities from which the user can select, within the 
integral user environment, wherein the plurality of categories of entities includes at least 
one member of a group comprising a Web link, a tasks, a template, and a document; in 
response to the user selecting one of the categories, displaying alternative choices of 
entities from which the user can select for association with the single to-do item 
selected from the list; and in response to one of the plurality of alternative choices being 
selected, providing an indication that said one of the plurality of alternative choices is 
associated with the single to do item selected from the list, Scherr teaches associating 
elements from varying categories (messages, word processing documents, 
spreadsheets, web pages, etc.) with specific concerns in a list of concerns, and 
providing a visual links to the documents via the Ul (see paragraphs 35 and 42), but 
doesn't specifically teach displaying a plurality of categories of entities for association 
with items in the list. 
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Barnett teaches storing instructions (see paragraphs 66 and 67) for implementing 
a system for associating entities (e.g. web content) with a users calendar/to-do list (see 
paragraphs 6, 20, and 92), similar to that of Scherr, but further teaches displaying a 
plurality of categories available for user selection (see paragraph 96), where upon user 
selection the user is provided with a list of entities specific to the selected category (see 
paragraph 97), that are available for user selection to be associated (added to) the to-do 
list / calendar (see paragraph 98). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art, having the teachings of Scherr and Barnett before him at the time the invention 
was made to modify to-do list of Scherr to include the incorporation of items in the to-do 
list by categorically assigned items, as did Barnett. One would have been motivated to 
make such a combination because Scherr describes varying categories of linked 
documents, where an interface to link by type would be desirable, furthermore this 
would provide a more organized saving of documents to associated concerns (see 
Scherr paragraph 42). 

Response to Arguments 

16. The arguments filed on 3-14-2007 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Reasons set forth below. 

17. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,13, and 31 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 
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1 8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dennis G. Bonshock whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4047. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 6:30 a.m. - 4:00 
p.m. 

1 9. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (571) 272-4048. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

20. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomiation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status Infomiation for unpublished applications Is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated Information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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